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character; simple at first, they gradually became very
elaborate in their phraseology. On the Ahom coins the
reverse formula is, " I, the king, give praise to (name of
god)." The deities on the Ahom coins are Lengdun,
identified with Indra; Tara, identified with Parvatl; and
Phatuceng, identified with Vishnu. The legends on the
coins with Sanskrit legends proclaim the kings to be
devotees of Siva and Parvatl, as befits adherents of the
$akta sect. The names of $iva occurring are Siva, Bam a,
and Hara, while Parvatl usually appears as G-auri.
Bharatha Simha, who was appointed king by the
Moamarias on their rebellion in the reign of G-aunnatha,
declares himself a worshipper of Krishna, as the Moa-
marias were a Vaishnava sect [PL XXV. 6], Bhrajanatha
calls himself on his coins " a bee on the nectar of the
lotus-feet of Krishna and Eadha" (the consort of
Krishna) [PL XXV. 15].

The obverse inscription contains the name of the king
and the date. On the coins of smaller denomination the
devotional legend is dropped, and the name and title
fill both sides of the coins. At the foot of the obverse of
the larger coins there is usually a small animal, intended,
as Marsden pointed out, for a " siihha/' or mythological
lion, in allusion to the name of the dynasty. Other,
though rarer, symbols occurring on the earlier Ahom
coins are a rising sun, a bird, and a deer.

An interesting feature of the coins of Assam was
pointed out by Marsden (p. 778). While in most Indian
coins the relative position of the dies is accidental, on the
coins of Assam they were arranged thus, ^sl/> so that
" the impressions of the opposite sides are coincident upon
turning the coins perpendicularly."

The majority of the coins in the following catalogue